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valerie_objects
the story
valerie_objects is an Antwerpbased design label initiated by Axel
Van Den Bossche (CEO Serax) and
art director Veerle Wenes (owner of
the Valerie Traan Gallery, Antwerp),
combining their professional and
personal tastes for all things good and
beautiful.
By allowing designers, architects
and artists to translate their signature
style into tangible objects, valerie_
objects has become an exceptional
project with one clear mission: return
aesthetic meaning to the tools and
objects that we use every day. These
are not hollow words. The project
debuted by cracking the hardest nut
that few design brands dare to take
on: cutlery. Maarten Baas (NL),
Koichi Futatsumata (JPN), Muller Van
Severen (BE) and three others have
reinterpreted these daily tools and
showed that knifes, forks and spoons
do not necessarily have to be shaped
like classic silverware.
After the cutlery, different
collaborations with these and other
creators followed, such as the awardwinning designer Chris Kabel (NL), the
internationally acclaimed Robbrecht
en Daem Architecten (BE), the
surrealist artist D.D. Trans (BE) and
the minimalist textile designers from
TheAlfredCollection (BE).
Design duo Muller Van Severen
was one of the first to sign with
valerie_objects and remains a very
important partner today. The couple
Fien Muller and Hannes Van Severen
are considered one of the most imagedefining European design teams of
today. Their elegant objects appear
to be conceived spontaneously and
without effort.

Although valerie_objects has
outgrown its life as a side-project
and has become a young but mature
global design platform, the philosophy
remains the same: presenting everyday
tools and objects that have a unique
appearance. It is this vision that
recently led to collaborations with
the experimental Sigve Knutson
and Thomas Ballouhey (NO), the
upcoming talent Destroyers / Builders
(NL) and the phenomenal Nendo
(JPN), world-famous for giving minimal
design a ‘!’- twist.
The designers are curated by cofounder and art director Veerle Wenes.
She intuitively selects creators who
stand out for their clear signatures;
designers whose style is immediately
recognizable, whether they make a
table or a teapot.
With them, valerie_objects
strives for a durable and productive
collaboration. On the one hand, the
label supports and distributes the
designer’s individual ideas. On the
other hand, valerie_objects creates
thematic collections, for which both
collaborating and external designers
are asked to create new objects.
valerie_objects understands
the designer’s drive to develop a
durable signature style, as well as
the consumer’s desire to connect
with a patiently selected object. The
label stands for unique yet accessible
creations, designed for daily use. Many
owners develop a special relationship
with their chosen object; they get more
attached to it as it becomes part of
their personal story.
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— maarten baas

— koichi futatsumata

— muller van severen

— chris kabel

— D.D. trans

Maarten Baas is considered to
be one of the most influential Dutch
contemporary designers. He is often
described as an “author designer,”
of which his works lie on the
boundaries between art and design.
His work is known as rebellious,
playful, intellectual, theatrical and
artistic. Baas’ designs contain a huge
amount of spontaneity and naivety.
he translates the human touch into
a mechanically produced design
objects. “In a quick sketch, beauty
is often found”, he says. “But those
spontaneous lines are often lost in an
industrial process.” And so, Baas adds
organic forms and wobbly lines to an
otherwise very straight-lined design
world. His work has been collected by
leading museums such as MoMa (New
York), Victoria and Albert Museum
(London), Les Arts Décoratifs (Paris),
Stedelijk Museum and Rijksmuseum
(Amsterdam) and other prestigious
galleries worldwide.

Koichi Futatsumata is a
Japanese designer who is active
in interior design, product design
and architecture and has been
awarded numerously. He runs both
the Koichi Futatsumata Studio,
focusing on objects and Case-Real,
a firm specialized in space design.
His designs are refined and poetic,
enunciating an aesthetic of tranquility.
“I always try to innovate the beauty
of an object while maintaining its
functionality”, Futatsumata says.
He is always exploring new aesthetics,
forms and ideas. His work has been
included in the permanent collection of
the San Francisco Museum of Modern
Art and in other public collections.

Muller Van Severen consists of
the Belgian couple Fien Muller and
Hannes Van Severen. Since 2011
they work together to create highly
stylized objects that appear to be
produced with total effortlessness.
With both Fien Muller and Hannes
Van Severen being artists, it’s natural
that the collection sits somewhere
between design and art. The design
practice has been on an inspired quest
for sculpturally interesting furniture
objects, without losing track of its
functionality.
It looks as if the designers draw
with crayons in space. “We create
furniture with a certain lightness so
the background becomes part of
the image”, they say. After winning
countless awards and collaborating
with prestigious museum and galleries
worldwide, Muller Van Severen is
considered one of the most imagedefining European design teams of
today.

Chris Kabel was born in
Bloemendaal, the Netherlands, in
1975. He graduated in 2001 from
the Design Academy Eindhoven. In
2002 he moved to Rotterdam where
he started his design practice. He
works with design labels, architects,
cultural institutions and design
galleries. His designs are in the
collections of MoMa New York
and Stedelijk Museum Amsterdam.

The name D.D.Trans is a
pseudonym taken from a now defunct
transport company. As the name
says, the artist’s work is about
transformation: day-to-day, often
domestic objects are taken out of
context and after a small alteration
turned into works of art. The result is
at times formal, then poetic or funny.

—
photo by Koichi Futatsumata Studio

—

—

photo by JJ Schlingemann

photo by Mirjam De vriendt

—
photo by Ari Versluis

— robbrecht en daem
architecten
Robbrecht en Daem architecten
was established in 1975 by Paul
Robbrecht and Hilde Daem. The
agency has created and completed
a diverse range of projects. The
interplay between architectural
design and the visual arts is a unifying
theme in their body of work. They
designed structures for performing
arts and music halls. Even their
scientific-technical designs, like the
laboratories, juxtapose constructions
with contemporary art. Robbrecht
en Daems architecture establishes
a contemporary and humane
position, with constructions making
statements in a broad cultural
context of science and art. Since
2002 Johannes Robbrecht joined
the team, he is partner since 2012.
Robbrecht en Daem architects is
now an office with 35 employees.

—
photos by Johannes Robbrecht
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photo by Filip Dujardin
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sigve knutson +
thomas ballouhey

— TheAlfredCollection
TheAlfredCollection is the label
of Belgian textile designers Marie
Mees and Cathérine Biasino. After
fruitful careers as freelance designers,
honored with an Henri van de Velde
label in 2008 for their work for ARTE,
they decided to start their own textile
brand in 2009 which quickly got
picked up by magazines such as
Wallpaper, Damn and Elle. Marie
and Cathérine have been working
together since 1997 and share a love
for natural fabrics, durable design and
minimalist aesthetics. Regarding these
three parameters, no compromises
are being made. Apart from their
collaboration with valerie_objects,
Marie and Cathérine have been working with renowned architects such
as John Pawson, Marie-José Vanhee
and Robbrecht & Daem. Marie and
Cathérine both live and work in Ghent

— destroyers / builders

— nendo

Linde Freya Tangelder (1987)
is a young conceptual designer based
in Brussels who founded her design
studio Destroyers/Builders in 2015.
As the name suggests, Linde Freya
deconstructs design to rebuild her
own visual language. By zooming in
on basic architectural shapes and
materials, and translating them into
minimalist designs, she gives the
overlooked objects the attention they
deserve. ‘Contrasting high-end and
low-end shapes, materials and textures
is the leitmotiv through my work’, Linde
Freya says. Her designs lie on the
border between art and functionality
and have been shown at the Design
Museum Ghent, at the Collectible
fair in Brussels and during the Milan
Design Week at the exhibition of the
Belgian up-and-coming Brut Collective.

Nendo is the alias of Japanese
designer Oki Sato (1977). From 2002
on, he has grown into being one of the
most famous designers of the world
today. He won countless of awards
from magazines and institutions such
as Dezeen, Wallpaper and Maison &
Objet and his work has been collected
by Museum of Modern Art (New York),
Musée des Arts Décoratifs (Paris),
Victoria and Albert Museum (London)
and many others. Sato is known to
work at four hundred projects at
the same time and creates poetic
minimalist objects with a humorous
twist, often consisting of nothing more
than the contours. ‘I see outlines
everywhere’.

— sigve knutson
Sigve Knutson (1991) is a young
and promising designer from Oslo who
graduated in 2016. Instead of following
the path of Scandinavian design, which
is grounded on a strong heritage of
craftsmanship, he allows his intuition to
run freely during the design process.
Hence, Sigve’s objects appear as
materialized sketches and are made
from experimental substances such
as wood clay. ‘I would say that there
is a very humane and perhaps even
primitive side to my work’. Sigve
is represented by Carwan Gallery
(Beirut) and has already exhibited
in Milan, Oslo, Beirut, New York,
Eindhoven and Paris.

—

—

photo by destroyers / builders studio

photo by Marwan Harmouche

— thomas ballouhey

Thomas Ballouhey (1990) is a
fresh-off-the-boat French designer
who graduated in 2016 in Eindhoven
where he now lives and works. In
his quest for a way to create design
as spontaneous as possible, he
constructed a modified sandblaster.
‘With this instrument I’m able to
spray a solidifying coat over my
constructions, which gives me the
freedom to use whatever (scrape)
materials I want’.

—
photo by Marcel de Buck

—
photo by Ronald Stoops
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_01 cutlery
nendo
_02 brick bookend
destroyers / builders
_03 five circles
muller van severen
_04 pepper & salt
muller van severen
_05 pepper & salt
maarten baas
_06 standing lamp
muller van severen
_07 cutting boards
muller van severen
_08 first rocking chair
muller van severen
_09 miroir
D.D. trans
_10 cutlery
koichi futatsumata
_11 alu chair + round table S
muller van severen
_12 ta tisch
robbrecht en daem
_13 hidden vases
chris kabel
_14 cutlery
muller van severen
_15 grinder
sigve knutson
_16 trivets
muller van severen
_17 ivy
TheAlfredCollection
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contact
Veldkant 21
2550 Kontich — Belgium
T +32 3 458 05 82
F +32 3 458 05 84
info@valerie-objects.com
_general manager
Stephanie Rosseel
stephanie@valerie-objects.com
+32 499.40.18.74
—
press@valerie-objects.com
—
product sheets available
www.valerie-objects.com
—
press downloads
www.valerie-objects.com/press
log in with email + name +
organization

_art direction
Veerle Wenes
_product development
Jan Aerts
_graphic design
maff.be
_online shop
support@valerie-objects.com
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